
Welcome to The Parent Post! This newsletter is published four times per year and sent home with students being served with Title I 
funds at Douglas County schools. These schools include Annette Winn Elementary, Beulah Elementary, Bright Star Elementary,       
Burnett Elementary, Chestnut Log Middle, Eastside Elementary, Factory Shoals Elementary, Lithia Springs Elementary, North Douglas 
Elementary, Stewart Middle, Sweetwater Elementary, Turner Middle and Youth Villages - Inner Harbour Campus. For more             
information, please contact Patti Sullivan at  (770) 651-2118 or email patti.sullivan@douglas.k12.ga.us  
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The Benefits of Parent and Family Engagement 
By Carmilla Hilton, Instructional Lead Teacher, North Douglas Elementary School 

 

As school opens, there is so much excitement in the air! Students, accompanied by their       
parents, are eagerly waiting to greet their new teacher with new books bags, new clothes, and 
school supplies. The benefits of parent and family engagement are essential to a child’s     
emotional and academic progress. When considering the role of parents in our schools, we are 
looking to enhance time management and increase parental involvement in the school               
environment.   
 

Our personal schedules are often chaotic and demanding, but committing time to your child’s 
education is priceless. These hectic schedules often have a negative impact on student 
achievement. Research shows that when parents are involved in their child’s education, their 
academic achievement at school increases. One way for parents to become actively involved is 
by volunteering and assisting in various areas in the school. There are many ways that parents 
can assist teachers and staff throughout the building.  Unfortunately, many parents merely 
rush in to drop their child off and do not take the extra time to talk and become acquainted 
with the learning goals which their teachers set. Many are just unavailable to assist in any way 
within the school setting.  For these parents, there are several questions which need to be   
taken into consideration: How can one slow down?  What measures should we take to ensure 
that our child(ren) know that we are involved?  Research shows that for a student to be         
successful, we must include quality time and involvement.  When parents are involved in the 
school in any position, it helps to create a safe and nurturing learning environment.  
 

According to the Southwest Educational Development Laboratory (SEDL), it notes specific    
behavioral benefits for students when their parents are involved with their education. Student 
disruptive behavior issues decrease when parents are actively involved in the school and   
classroom. Parental involvement improves attendance and discipline. Therefore, a child does 
not forego meaningful instruction or valuable class time. Through parental support, students 
are more attentive and want to be a part of the positive learning environment. As a part the of 
the school and community culture, parents are involved in many capacities in the school from            
volunteering in the classroom, cafeteria, and media as well as joining the PTA.  It is known that 
when the school staff, teachers and parents work together, the collaboration of all stakeholder 
improves student achievement. These factors hold true to the proverb that states “it takes a 
village to raise a child”.  
 

Southwest Educational Development Laboratory(2002): A New Wave of Evidence The Impact 

of School,   Family, and Community Connections on Student Achievement website: http://

www.sedl.org/connections/resources/evidence.pdf 

http://www.sedl.org/connections/resources/evidence.pdf
http://www.sedl.org/connections/resources/evidence.pdf
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Testing in Douglas County 
 With the new school year under way, the testing in our schools has begun. Whether your child is in elementary or     
middle school, the names and scope of the tests that are given can be confusing. Please see below for a brief description 
of the tests that are offered in grades Kindergarten through eighth grade. If you would like to learn more information 
about testing, please visit your Parent Resource Center or talk with your child’s teacher. 
 
Standardized Testing  

 Georgia Kindergarten Inventory of Developing Skills (GKIDS): This is conducted in Kindergarten and is a year-long 
performance-based assessment aligned to state mandated content standards.  

 Assessing Comprehension and Communication in English State to State for English Language Learners (ACCESS 
for ELs) is administered, annually, to all English Language Learners in Georgia. ACCESS for ELs is a                   
standards-based, criterion referenced English language proficiency test designed to measure English language 
learners' social and academic proficiency in English. It assesses social and instructional English as well as the       
language associated with language arts, mathematics, science, and social studies within the school context across 
the four language domains. 

 Georgia Alternative Assessment (GAA) is designed to ensure that students with significant cognitive disabilities 
are provided access to the state-mandated curriculum and given the opportunity to demonstrate their progress 
toward achievement of the knowledge, concepts, and skills inherit in the curriculum. Students with disabilities 
must participate in either the regular assessment (with or without accommodations) or the alternate assessment. 
The GAA may only be used in cases where a student is unable to participate in the regular assessment, even with 
maximum accommodations, and the student meets participation guidelines.  

 The Georgia Milestones End of Grade (EOG) is a comprehensive summative assessment program for grades 3-8. 
Georgia Milestones EOG measures how well students have learned the knowledge and skills outlined in the      
state-adopted content standards in language arts, mathematics, science and social studies. In the spring, students 
in grades 3 through 8 will take an end-of-grade assessment in each content area.  Please note due to HB364       
students in grades 3,4,6, and 7 will not take science and social studies.  

 
District Testing 

 Common District Assessments (CDAs): These are tests given in most subject areas in all grade levels and measure 
how well students are doing in courses across the district. These tests are the same in every school in our county 
and were developed by a group of teachers for that subject area in the county. Teachers and administrators can 
see how well students from different classes and different schools across the county are learning the subject area 
content. CDAs are given at certain intervals, such as at the end of a unit of study. CDA scores are counted as a test 
grade for students. 

 Universal Screening: These assessments are given to students in kindergarten through 8th grade to identify          
students at risk for learning difficulties. 

  
For additional resources, please visit www.douglas.k12.ga.us (Department of Assessment, Accountability and Evaluation) 
or www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment 

Engrade is the Douglas County School System's learning and assessment management   
system.  Teachers are able to provide students lessons and assignments, students may 
submit projects and take tests, and parents may monitor their child's progress.  For       
additional information and logins, please contact your child's teacher.  You may visit      
Engrade at www.engradepro.com. 

http://www.douglas.k12.ga.us
http://www.gadoe.org/Curriculum-Instruction-and-Assessment/Assessment
http://www.engradepro.com
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November is Parent Engagement Month! Get Involved! 
 

 

 November is Parent Engagement Month and Douglas County Title I 

schools have a variety of plans in place to celebrate parents in our 

schools! Like us on Facebook for more information about events at our 

Title I schools and to get resources and tips to help YOUR child          

SUCCEED! For more information, please contact the Instructional Lead 

Teacher or the Parent Outreach Facilitator at your school. Names and 

contact information are listed on the back page of this newsletter.  

Staying Connected 
By Kanesha Howard, Instructional Lead Teacher, Beulah Elementary School 

 

Staying connected to your school is a vital part of being engaged. A positive parent-teacher-school relationship 
contributes to the student’s success. Schools use various ways to connect with parents, families and the       
community. Parents, we need you to help us connect with you. Below you will find various ways schools stay 
connected in Douglas County. If your school uses any of these options, make sure you are connected.   
 

 School Websites – Schools update their websites frequently to reflect current information concerning 
the school. You can find school events, family engagement nights, PTA meetings, holidays, and other 
events on the school’s website. You can also find contact information for any person you would need to 
contact within the school including the teacher, principal, or even the media specialist. You are also able 
to send emails straight from the website.   

 Class Dojo – Class Dojo is available using the internet or as an app. Parents are able to see their child’s 
behavior and points they have received for making positive choices or negative choices. You are able see 
pictures or receive information about what is occurring in the classroom. Several teachers also use it as a 
form of communicating with parents.  Teachers are able to send messages to one parent about their 
child or send a blast message to all the parents reminding them of field trips, assignments, and more.  
Parents are also able to send messages to the teacher to ask questions or share concerns.   

 Facebook – Many schools have Facebook pages where they advertise events happening at the school.  
Check with your school to see if they use Facebook.  

 Remind – Remind is a text-messaging program that allows a teacher, principal or other school              
representative to send parents reminders about things occurring at school. This program does require 
the parent to sign up using the code specific to the school.   

 Flyers – Please take the time to read the flyers about the events occurring at your school. We are only as 
successful as our parents are involved. Many of the parent and family engagement nights are planned to 
provide parents with resources they can use at home with their child. They are planned to help you feel 
supported and to help you answer some questions about the type of things your child may be learning 
about in class.   

 
Communication is important from all stakeholders in education.  We need your support and your help so that 
we all can be successful.  Help bridge that gap by staying connected.  
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Beulah Elementary School Parent Resource Center 
1150 Burnt Hickory Road, Douglasville, GA 30134 

Kanesha Howard (770) 651-3338 
 

Math Olympics Parent Night  
Monday, November 6, 2017 at 6:00 PM 
Go Gold for math at our Math Olympics Parent Night! Come learn and 
play games and activities that you can do at home.  

  Turner Middle School Parent Resource Center 
7101 Turner Drive, Lithia Springs, GA 30122 

Dr. Carol Lobban (770) 651-5563 
 

STEM/Math Family Movie Night 
Thursday, November 16, 2017 at 6:00 PM  
Our Math carnival will support different mathematical areas through 
games and activities. Our aim is to focus on basic math and logical       
concepts through entertaining and engaging families/students/teachers in 
an inviting atmosphere.   

North Douglas Elementary School Parent Resource Center 
1630 Dorris Road, Douglasville, GA 30134 

Carmilla Hilton (770) 651-4833 
 

Hands On Math Night 
Tuesday, November 14, 2017, at 6:30 PM 
Hands On Math Night will be an interactive evening of using manipulatives 
to assist students with their learning. During an Eureka Math lesson, the 
teachers will emphasize how different materials around the house can be 
used as manipulatives to help with math. The lesson will continue with the 
teacher assisting parents and students with manipulatives and materials 
to make sure that they are progressing or mastering the standard.  

 
 
 
 

Eastside Elementary School Parent Resource Center 
8266 Connally Drive, Douglasville, GA 30134 

Dr. Mary Jackson (770) 651-3885 
 

Discover Your Child’s Learning Style 
Wednesday, November 8, 2017 at 12:00 PM  
Attend this workshop and gain information about the different ways your 
child can learn.  

Lithia Springs Elementary School Parent Resource Center 
6946 Florence Drive, Lithia Springs, GA 30122 

Pam Bates (770) 651-4192 and Barbara Lark (770) 651-4167 
 

Technology Parent Day 
Thursday, November 16 , 2017, from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM 
This workshop will assist families in developing skills to raise positive       
family relationships and enrich academic support and growth through the 
use of safe technology. 

U P C O M I N G  W O R K S H O P S  

Parents of children being served with Title I funds may attend any workshop, regardless of location. 

Annette Winn Elementary School Parent Resource Center 
3536 Bankhead Highway, Lithia Springs, GA 30122 

Tanyia Clagette (770) 651-3131  
 

Literacy Night and Writing Expo 
Wednesday, November 15, 2017, 6:00 PM; also held throughout the day 
(times will be assigned to each grade level) Parents will be able to visit 
and see writing samples of their students and celebrate the progress 
they’ve made. They will also have a chance to be engaged in activities 
like book giveaways, Standards review, and make and take for learning. 

Stewart Middle School Parent Resource Center 
8138 Malone Street, Douglasville, GA 30134 

Elizabeth Reid (770) 651-5473 
 

Pastries with Parents 
Thursday, November 16, 2017 at 9:00 AM 
Stewart Middle School will show appreciation with a breakfast for all of 
the parents who are actively involved in their child’s education. 

  Sweetwater Elementary School Parent Resource Center 
2505 East County Line Road, Lithia Springs, GA 30122 

Schontal McClary (770) 651-4659  
 

Social Studies Night 
Tuesday, December 12, 2017 at 6:00 PM 
Children will participate in games and activities that are based on the  
essential knowledge required at each grade level to meet the Georgia 
Performance Standards for Social studies. We'll end the evening with hot 
chocolate and a story.  

Bright Star Elementary School Parent Resource Center 
6300 John West Road, Douglasville, GA 30134 

Tenia Boone (770) 651-3470 
 

Numbers Sense November 
Thursday, November 16, 2017, during scheduled lunch times 
Parents will be invited to eat lunch with their children and participate in a 
make and take activity. Parents will learn about the importance of    
Number Sense and strategies that can be implemented at home to        
ensure that each student is successful in the area of math.  

Burnett Elementary School Parent Resource Center 
8277 Connally Drive, Douglasville, GA 30134 

Cynthia Brooks  (770) 651-3533 
 

Math Winter Wonderland 
Thursday, December 7, 2017, during scheduled lunch times 
This math day event is for parents who are looking for ideas and            
strategies to use at home to help their children with math. Parents walk 
away with new ideas, strategies, and support materials they can use 
when helping their child in mathematics as well as receive information 
on how this area will be tested on the Georgia Milestones Assessment 
System. Websites and other resources will be provided to parents that 
will help their child/children become more prepared for the test. 

Chestnut Log Middle School Parent Resource Center 
2544 Pope Road, Douglasville, GA 30135 

Chris Atkinson (770) 651-5180 
 

Next parent workshop coming soon! 
Visit the Parent Resource Center or see the next newsletter for more 
information. 

Factory Shoals Elementary School Parent Resource Center 
2375 Mount Vernon Road, Lithia Springs, GA 30122 

Dr. Adriane Williams (770) 651-3966 
 

Next parent workshop coming soon! 
Visit the Parent Resource Center or see the next newsletter for more  
information. 


